
Welcome to our first Newsletter of the 2020/2021 season. This is a season like no 
other and we trust you are all keeping well, taking good care of yourselves, keeping 
safe and thinking about others who may be in a more difficult situation than you and 
where possible, without compromising your or others’ safety and well-being, lend a 
helping hand.

This is a mini Newsletter, not quite what we had planned for the beginning of the 
season; however we wanted to keep you as up to date as possible with what’s 
happening. Some of our original updates have had to be changed, given the further 
tightening of restrictions by the Scottish Government & Scottish Rugby.

Season 2020/21. 

After much consultation & discussion, a new competitive season structure was set 
out. We were all very excited by the prospect that competitive rugby would restart 
from 31st October. This saw us in an East Competition, league 2 - 10 teams in a two-
tiered Competition. Teams were divided into 2 conferences; each conference to play 
each other home and away, followed by playing each team from the opposite 
conference home or away. Winners and runners up from each conference to progress 
to the play-offs. Our conference included - Dunbar, Inverleith, Leith & North 
Berwick. Fixture schedule was set out. However, given the tightening of restrictions, 
the decision has been taken to postpone the start until possibly end of January 2021. 
We are looking forward to getting the revised fixture schedule which we will share 
with you as soon as we receive it.

Training and matches. 

As you are aware we took the decision to vacate Bangholm, temporarily, during 
demolition and construction of the new facilities. Edinburgh Accies have welcomed 
the squad to Raeburn Place to train on Tuesdays and Thursdays. I would like to thank
them, formally, for allowing us to join them and making us feel so welcome at 
Raeburn. We will play our home games at Inverleith Park and, once the season starts,
we look forward to seeing and hearing as many of you as possible at Inverleith. We 
will ensure that you are all aware of the protocols in  place for watching live rugby.
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Bangholm.

Due to Covid, CeC projects were subject to delay. Once decisions were taken to 
proceed, the Planning team had to reconsider the tendering process. They decided to 
opt for a single tender for demolition & construction. The project is out to tender at 
present and the revised programme suggests the contractor will start on site 
immediately after Christmas and the project will be complete by summer 2022. This 
is later than we all anticipated, however, given the unprecedented, challenging 
circumstances we are in, the positive is, the Bangholm Project IS going ahead. 
We will form part of the “User Group” virtual group meetings to discuss such issues 
as equipment, storage, furniture, operational issues.

Membership/Finance

You will recall that given the uncertainty with what our season would look like, we 
decided not to ask members to pay their subscriptions at the start of this season. We 
would like to thank those of you who have chosen to pay their fees & continue with 
their 200 club subs. This means we have some income coming in. Our expenditure to 
date has included a significant investment in PPE for players to ensure their safety at 
training. We have also made a contribution to Edinburgh Accies in recognition of 
them welcoming our players to training at Raeburn Place. 

We know that you have been asking how much & when can we contribute to our  
club. Given the amended start to the season, end of January, beginning February,  
2021, we are working on a potential of 9 games, beginning of February till mid April.
On this premise, we have agreed that we would ask members to pay half of their 
usual subscriptions, either based on Gold or Silver membership. Dougie, will be in 
contact with all the details of how to do that, in case you need a reminder! It may be 
that some of you will decide, as some of you already have done,  that you will pay 
your full amount - there is no pressure or expectation that you do that. However, if 
that is what you decide, we will not reject your offer! 

We have learned from SR Communications, Friday 16/10 that the usual 
“ Minimum Operating Standards & Club Sustainability Award” will be replaced by a 
“ Supporting Clubs Investment Programme” to help clubs through this unique 20/21 
season. We are checking the criteria for the various funding streams, deciding which 
are relevant for us, as not all will be, ensuring  that we fulfil all the requirements & 
will submit our completed acceptance form to SR. 
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Communications

Our Committee continues to meet once a month on Zoom and we continue to post a 
summary of our minutes on our website. We try to keep you up to date with the large 
number of Communications that we receive from Scottish Ruby - the weekly 
document comes out on a Friday afternoon. Sometimes we will give a summary of
the main points which affect us directly as a club; other times we simply forward the 
document itself. We realise that you may not appreciate being “bombarded” with all 
this information, however, we want to ensure that you have access to the updates and 
can then choose what you want to do with them.

Scottish Rugby have been impressive in keeping us up to date with their Return to 
Rugby Roadmap ; producing and sharing protocols, Guidance, holding webinars, 
producing Frequently Asked Questions & Answers. Rugby Development has kept us 
extremely well informed.

Finally, these are difficult times for us all, however we, as a club, TAccs, firmly 
believe that we will come through the challenges on all levels. We will continue to 
plan for the future - season 20/21 & beyond. Our temporary absence from Bangholm,
our “Rugby Home”, will be longer than initially anticipated, but, we will return to a 
wonderful, new facility and build on the next stage that is Trinity Academicals Rugby
Club. We are, as always, grateful for your support and commitment. On behalf of us 
all - Thank you and best wishes, Carol, on behalf of your Committee.
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